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A step ahead 


American Heritage sprinter 
gets national award. 1C 


Marlins shut out 


Arizona dominates again 
with 4-0 win. 1C 


601 charged in opioid cases 


124 of them in S. Florida as feds crack down on ‘staggering’ fraud 


By LINDA TRISCHITTA 
Staff writer 


Federal authorities have 
charged 601 people across the 
country, including 124 in South 
Florida, in what they called the 
largest crackdown in history on 
health care fraud. 

South Florida retains its notori- 
ous ranking of two decades as a 
leading region for such cases. 
Prosecutors in the Southern Dis- 
trict of Florida filed charges 
against 20 percent of the total de- 


fendants announced and said they 
were responsible for $337 million 
in false billings. 

“The numbers are really stag- 
gering,” Benjamin Greenberg, U.S. 
attorney for the southern district 
of Florida said Thursday at a Mi- 
ami news conference. 

Nationwide, various schemes 
involved $2 billion in losses be- 
cause of fraud. Among those fac- 
ing prosecution were 76 doctors, 
the U.S. Department of Justice 
said. 

In South Florida, defendants in 


59 cases were charged in May and 
June. 

Illegal activities occurred 
around substance abuse treat- 
ment; distribution of opioids, 
money laundering, check cashing 
and billings to Medicare, prose- 
cutors said. 

Sober homes and treatment 
centers in Broward and Palm 
Beach counties have been a focus 
of investigators, Greenberg said. 

“Most of the residential sober 
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U.S. Attor- 
ney General 
Jeff Ses- 
sions said 
Thursday 
the arrests 
were “the 
most fraud, 
the most 
defendants, 
and the 
most doc- 
tors ever 
chargedina 
single oper- 
ation” 
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Several 
states 
set to 
act on 
abortion 


Reshaped Supreme 
Court could open 
avenues to a ban 


By EVAN HALPER 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s ability 
to reshape the Supreme 
Court with a conservative 
nominee could quickly send 
the nation back to a reality 
that had seemed far in the 
past: Abortion would be il- 
legal in a large swath of 
America, subjecting doctors 
and perhaps pregnant 
women to criminal prose- 
cution and potentially up- 
ending the political land- 
scape in many states. 

As many as 17 states are 
poised to effectively ban 
abortion should the 
Supreme Court overturn 
Roe v. Wade, the 1973 deci- 


A $3.99 Bundt cake. 
An expired coupon. 


NOW $204,000 JOB 
IS ON THE LINE 


By SUSANNAH BRYAN 
Staff writer 


SUNRISE - No matter how 
good it tastes, Bundt cake isn’t 


worth this much. 


Sunrise City Manager Rich- 
ard Salamon had a fit when a 
local baker refused to honor his 
coupon for a free cake. Now the 
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ers Tuesday night. 

Dannie Augustin said Sala- 
mon came into the Sunrise bak- 
ery a few weeks ago and asked 
her employee to “break the 
rules” and honor the coupon. 
When she refused, Salamon’s 
wife blasted the bakery on 


Salamon, who could not be 


Gunman 
kills 5 at 
Maryland 
newspaper 


Suspect apprehended in 
targeted attack, police say 


i By KEVIN RECTOR 


= i The Baltimore Sun 
L 
1 BALTIMORE — Five people were killed 
i and at least two others injured in a shooting 


Thursday at the Capital Gazette newspaper 
in Annapolis in what appeared to be one of 
the deadliest attacks on journalists in US. 
history, authorities said. 

Among the victims was Assistant Manag- 
ing Editor Rob Hiaasen, 59, brother of nov- 
elist Carl Hiaasen, who grew up in Plantation 
and attended Plantation High School. 

Police said the suspect, identified by me- 
dia outlets as Jarrod W. Ramos, 38, used a 
“long gun” in the afternoon attack and is in 
custody. 

Police called the shooting a “targeted at- 
tack on The Capital Gazette” 

Bill Krampf, acting police chief for Anne 
Arundel County, said the shooter used canis- 
ters of smoke grenades when he entered the 
newspaper. 

The gunman also mutilated his fingers ina 
possible effort to thwart identification, ac- 
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The Senate battle over Donald 
Trump's Supreme Court nomi- 
nee is off to a fiery start. 2A 
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Republicans demanded details 
about surveillance tactics dur- 
ing the Russia investigation. 3A 
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The first lady met face-to-face 
with those dealing with hard- 
line immigration policies. 6A 
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The U.S. Defense Secretary 
sought to send a clear message 
of reassurance. 6A 


COMPLETE 
DESIGN & 
REMODELING 
SERVICES 


KITCHEN ° BATH ° HOME 


OUTDOOR LIVING 


199 


1 MM | 


37 


1 I 1 


